
     
 
     
 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
DIRECTORS OF HAMILTON UTILITIES CORPORATION AND ST.CATHARINES HYDRO INC. 
RECOMMEND PROPOSED MERGER OF LOCAL ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANIES 

 
  
St. Catharines, ON/ Hamilton, ON Oct 1, 2004 – A proposed merger between Hamilton Hydro Inc. and 
St.Catharines Hydro Utility Services Inc., two of the leading electricity distribution companies (LDCs) in Ontario, 
is one step closer.    
 
The Boards of Directors of Hamilton Utilities Corporation and St. Catharines Hydro Inc. are recommending the 
merger to their respective shareholders, the City of St.Catharines and the City of Hamilton.  
 
A Memorandum of Understanding between the LDCs was announced April 1, 2004. Since then, Board members 
and management of both organizations have evaluated the proposed transaction, and have established the business 
case for the proposed merger.  The two Boards are recommending that their municipalities approve the 
transaction, which will continue the municipal ownership of the business.  
 
If the proposed merger is approved by the respective city councils and then by the Ontario Energy Board (OEB), 
the industry regulator, a single Local Distribution Company will provide service to a combined total of 226,000 
business and residential customers in the City of St.Catharines and the City of Hamilton.  
 
“In this merger, our two organizations have designed a template for LDC consolidation that we believe will 
encourage participation by future partners,” comments Charles Hantho, Hamilton Utilities Board Chair and Co-
Chair of the Board Steering Committee overseeing the process. “Consolidation in this province is inevitable and 
we’re proud that we are leading the way.” 
 
 “There is a tremendous opportunity here to create a more efficient operation,” adds Robert Cary, Chair of St. 
Catharines Hydro Utility Services and Co-Chair of the Board Steering Committee, “Economies of scale will 
enable us to maintain competitive local distribution rates and help to offset future rate increases.  Our common 
commitments to reliability and customer service provide a strong foundation on which to move forward.” 
 
Public Information sessions will be held in both cities as follows:  
 
St. Catharines       Hamilton    
Oct. 13                    Oct. 13 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.                   7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Governor Simcoe Secondary                  Canada Marine Discovery Centre  
15 Glenview Avenue, St.Catharines                       Pier 8, Hamilton  
 
Oct 14 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Sir Winston Churchill Secondary 
101 Glen Morris Drive, St. Catharines 
  
Each company’s Municipal Shareholders will be asked to approve the merger on November 1, 2004. It will then 
be submitted to the OEB for final regulatory approval. 
 
 
For information contact:  
Art Leitch, President & CEO, Hamilton Utilities Corporation, 905-317-4780 
John Kerklaan, President, St. Catharines Hydro, 905-323-3447  
 


